Flecainide and antiarrhythmic effects in a mouse model of catecholaminergic polymorphic ventricular tachycardia.
Recent studies have shown that flecainide may be an effective therapy to prevent life-threatening arrhythmias in patients with catecholaminergic polymorphic ventricular tachycardia. Several hypotheses have been advanced to explain the antiarrhythmic mechanism of flecainide, including Na(+) channel blockade and a direct inhibitory action on the ryanodine receptor. In this article, we review the current literature on the topic and summarize the elements of the existing debate.